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Towards Full Self-Government

Self-government, however, in its full content, means the
ability of a particular community or body of people in some
recognized geographical area to manage all its own affairs, and
to establish and maintain normal relations with other similar
communities or peoples. Only in some of our larger Colonies,
for reasons which will be indicated later, can self-government,
as thus defined, be achieved. Certain limitations are inevitable
in the case of the smaller units. Progress towards a considerable
measure of self-government is, however, possible for all. In the
case of colonies already advanced to some degree in this direction,
difficulties are experienced which do not arise in the case of
peoples not yet ready for self-government, where law and
administration, as well as relations with the outer world, are still
under the control of a Metropolitan country.

Criticisms of British Colonial Policy

Charges have frequently been made against British Colonial
Authorities that they have been slow to take the later steps
towards self-government in the case of a number of our more
advanced colonies. The basis of this criticism, so far as it is
justified, had two main factors. The first was the lack of know-
ledge of and consequent lack of interest in the colonies by the
British electorate. Our school-children were not told enough
about the colonies, still less was it impressed upon them that
the welfare of colonial peoples was a direct responsibility of the
British Parliament, and, therefore, of the ordinary British elector.
As these children grew up to be voters and became concerned
with their own environmental conditions, the colonies to them
became increasingly remote, and there was no realization of
any personal responsibility in the matter.

As Members of Parliament tend to interest themselves in the
things which interest their own electorates, only a relatively
few Members of Parliament gave themselves to the study of
colonial questions, and the colonies were consequently largely
run by the officials of the government departments concerned.